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 Jayme Salcido, Family Assistance 
Specialist for the Oklahoma National 
Guard, said those who opened their hearts 
and made a donation to the Operation 
Freedom campaign did more than just 
give money; they are giving hundreds of 
servicemen the opportunity to hug their 
loved ones goodbye one last time before 
they venture overseas.
 Weatherford area residents donated more 
than $18,000 within 10 days to help bring 
home more than 800 soldiers in the 45th 
Fires Brigade to allow them to see their 

families before they are deployed overseas.
 Salcido said now she and her three-year-
old daughter Savanna, along with many 
other military families, are counting down 
the days until they see their loved ones 
again. Her husband, S. Sgt. Max Salcido, 
is also serving at Fort Hood and will leave 
for Kuwait after he reports back to duty on 
Oct. 26.
 “I am just overwhelmed by the awesome 
support the community has shown to our 
servicemen and their families,” Salcido 
said. “I’m not sure if the community can 
understand how much this means to military 

families. The money is extremely important 
because it bought our servicemen time to 
spend with their families. For civilians to 
recognize and support the servicemen in 
this way is just amazing.”
 The entire 45th Fires Brigade will be 
released for a four-day pass following a 
farewell ceremony 10 a.m. Wednesday at 
Fort Hood. 
 After the soldiers are released some will 
board buses and ride home to be with their 
loved ones; others will meet their friends 
and families at Fort Hood. Soldiers will 
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Happy birthday to Pearl Lee. Love from  your family...AARP Okla-
homa will host a community conversation Monday as part of its 
Divided We Fail initiative concerning health care and long-term fi -
nancial security 11:30 a.m. at 601 E. Main...Beginning and interme-
diate classes for Tai Chi certifi cation training begins Oct. 23 in the 
SWOSU Wellness Center Room 143. To register call 774-7012...
Corn Bible Academy’s annual German Sausage and Pancake Sup-
per is 5:30-7 p.m. Friday. Donations will be taken to help with the 
medical expenses for the CBA teacher and two students injured in 
a recent traffi c accident...

 It’s nutty, and spooky – and safe.  It’s Halloween 
at the YMCA. 
 Halloween can be a nutty, spooky scare.  
 But let’s not have a night of fun spoiled by any 
real scare.  
 For a safe, exciting Halloween, the Great Plains 
Family YMCA is again offering an imaginative 
Halloween experience – an evening for little goblins 
and their families to enjoy in an environment that’s 
both caring and safe. 
 The holiday fun takes place 6:30-9:00 p.m.  
Thursday, Oct. 30, at 1400 N. Airport Road, just 
off I-40 on exit 84. 
 The Great Plains Family YMCA will be decorated, 
waiting and well supervised. 
 “It’s a safe, creative and social experience for 
all ages,” Jonathan Berrong said. “Families want 
to know that their children are being looked after 

during Halloween festivities, while engaging in 
enjoyable, worthwhile activities. Our YMCA is 
not just a safe place, it’s a happy and exciting 

destination for little kids, teens — and adults,” 
Berrong said.      
 For 21 years in a row, the Great Plains Family 
YMCA has hosted a variety of organized Halloween 
activities.   
 This year they will include: face painting, haunted 
house, cake walk, baseball throw, basketball shoot, 
duck pond, bean bag throw, ring toss, fortune teller, 
football toss, treasure chest, go fishing, golf and 
snake walk. 
 Extra events will be a costume contest with prizes 
for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place for children in age groups 
0-3, 4-5, 6-7 and 8-12 at 7:30 pm. 
 Admission to the carnival is free, but each event 
requires tickets and they can be purchased for 25 
cents each or 5 for $1. 
 Also available will be hot dog, chips and pop for 
$3.50 and lots of cotton candy!

 The Weatherford area could see its first frost of the year this 
morning, according to the National Weather Service.
 Fortunately the frost is not expected to be heavy, just patchy in 
low lying areas.
 The NWS’ frost advistory is in effect from 3 to 9 a.m. today. It 
noted frost is possible from the Kansas border to Interstate 40 and 
could form as far south as Ada, Duncan and Altus.
 The greatest danger is to sensitive outdoor plants that could be 
killed.

YMCA plans spooky, safe Halloween 
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Operation Homecoming a success 
Local residents donate $18,000 to bring troops home before deployment
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 A hearing is expected Monday in Fairview over a motion to 
move back the trial of former Custer County Sheriff Burgess from 
Dec. 1 to January.
 An motion for a continuance was filed Wednesday in District 
Court.
 Burgess faces 36 felony charges stemming from his alleged 
sexual misconduct with female inmates or participants in the 
Washita/Custer County drug court in his custody.
 Earlier this week Burgess was granted a change of venue, 
requested by defense attorney Steve Huddleston, to move the trial 
to Fairview.

Burgess trial date
due Monday hearing

First area frost due this morning
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 For the past six months Stafford Air and 
Space Museum Co-Directors Lynne Thurman 
and Chuck Dougherty have watched their 
guests zip through the skies and engage in air 
combat “dog fights” in the museum’s new 
flight simulation exhibit.
 Thurman and Dougherty said the exhibit 
quickly became the most popular attraction at 
the museum and they noticed more and more 
visitors were coming in to experience the flight 
simulator for themselves.
 On Monday they learned the new exhibit 
has not gone unnoticed – the museum’s flight 
simulation expansion received a RedBud 
Award for Outstanding New Attraction.

 Entries for the RedBud Award are evaluated 
by out-of-state judges based on criteria 
including customer service, marketing 
effectiveness, media relations, variety 
of audiences reached, value, and overall 
creativity. 
 The Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation 
Department partners with the Oklahoma Travel 
Industry Association to present the annual 
RedBud Awards.
 “We were so excited about receiving the 
award,” Thurman said. “It’s really an honor 
to be considered for something like this, and 
of course, we hope this will compel others 
to come to the museum and see the flight 
simulator as well as everything else we have to 
offer.”

Stafford wins tourism award
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The Thomas Stafford Air and Space Musuem Co-Director Lynne Thurman, with the 
RedBud Award, Katie Yeager, museum coordinator and Co-Director Chuck Dougherty 
show off their most popular attraction, the computer fl ight simulator room.


